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Cover photo: Finn Slough at high tide just prior to sunrise

In the 1890’s a group of Finnish immigrants came to the city of Richmond and settled at the junction
of what is now called No. 4 Road and Finn Road. The immigrants initially worked as loggers and coal
miners while they were saving up money to buy land that had access to the mighty Fraser River so
that they could fulfill their goals of becoming fishermen.
Richmond is an island that is below sea level and at that time the dykes were all hand built. The land
where the Finns initially settled was close to the Fraser River, but not situated next to it. However,
houses had to be built on pilings due to the levels of the high tide where the levels of the river would
rise and flood the farmlands.
The Finns eventually moved next to the river to what is now known as Finn Slough. The Finns
needed places to store their gill nets and built net sheds next to their new houses on pilings.
By
1910
more
Finns
and
Scandinavian
immigrants
had
settled in Finn Slough. The second
wave of immigrants was not as
wealthy as the original settlers as
they had fled the repressive regime
of Russia in poverty stricken
Finland. As a result they were not
able to buy large parcels of land
and many either slept on their boats
or in the net sheds.
The settlement originally comprised
of about 70 dwellings, but has
dwindled to about 30 in present
times. All but one of the
descendants of the original families
no longer live there, the community
now consists of artists, actors and
musicians
Finn Slough is a swampland and
has been designated as a wetland,
with some of the dwellings being
situated on the nearby Gilmour
Island. The residences on Gilmour
Island
are
accessed
by
a
drawbridge and access to the
houses is via a boardwalk that has
been built over the swamps.
What is left of Finn Slough today is
a memory of how things were1., but
more importantly it is now an
example of how a community can
self regulate itself and co-exist with
nature in harmony.
The drawbridge at Finn Slough which provides access to Gilmour Island.
During high tide residents going out in their fishing boats have to remove
the vertical planks in the middle of the bridge to enable the boats to pass
through to the other side in order to exit to the Fraser River.
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Western view of Finn Slough at high tide just prior to sunrise.

A Finn Slough resident tends to her pot plants on her deck in the early morning hour. At low tide the wetlands grass and
skunk cabbages, which are usually covered by water when the tide is in, are visible.

High tide and sunrise over Finn Slough.

Virginia, one of the residents, decorates her house with found flotsam and jetsam items that come in on the tide. She
recycles as much as she can, reusing wooden beams from houses that have fallen into disrepair.

Residences east of the drawbridge at low tide. The brown building on the left is named “Sisu” which means “persistence”
in Finnish.

Beer bottle tops in a cedar log create a novel decoration next to a gang plank leading to a resident's home.

A couple sits on the deck in the afternoon spring sunshine. The gentleman is sharpening his axes, while his wife is enjoys
a snack and reads the Sunday newspaper.

The Mermaid III fishing boat lies abandoned amongst other debris at high tide.

The fishing boat, Eva, lies stranded on the mud in front of the Dinner Plate Island School house at low tide. Eva is 28 feet
long and was built in 1937.

The entrance and exit to Finn Slough and beyond the mighty Fraser River that provides a livelihood to thousands of
people along its banks. At low tide no boats are able to exit the Slough. Since this is a tidal area, fishermen have to think
ahead when the fishing season starts.

